SH22 pp63-66 Mobile_pp 18/09/2012 14:54 Page 63

CROCHET

Under the

sea

Kate Heppell is
crocheting the most
adorable cot mobile
this issue, featuring
a school of loveable
ocean dwellers

BY KATE
HEPPELL

If you’re
looking to
make a gift for
a newborn,
this gorgeous mobile fits the
bill perfectly. Its bright
colour scheme and cute
imagery makes it suitable for
both boys and girls and the
crocheted elements make it
ultra fashionable too!
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Baby octopus

BODY
Using green yarn throughout.
8dc into magic ring.
Work in the rnd.
Rnd 1: 2dc into each st. 16 sts
Rnd 2: Dc into back loop of each st.
Rnd 3: [Dc into front and back of next
st, dc into back of next st] to end. 24 sts
Rnds 4-5: Work even, working each st
into back loop.
Rnd 6 (tentacles): Dc into back loop of
next st, ch12, dc back along chain, skip
1 st, dc into back loop of next st; rep
from * to end. 8 tentacles worked
Rnd 7: Dc around, taking 1st from
below and 2 from between each
tentacle. 24 sts
At this point, stitch on eyes using
black yarn.
Rnd 8: *Dc4, dc2tog; rep from * to end.
20 sts
Rnd 9: *Dc3, dc2tog; rep from * to end.
16 sts
At this point, stuﬀ the body of the
octopus.

Tension
Precise tension isn’t crucial,
but you will need to use a
much smaller hook than
usually recommended for
your yarn in order to achieve
a dense fabric eﬀect
Abbreviations
Dc – Double crochet
Dc2tog – Dc two together
(decreases one st)
Dc3tog – Dc three together
(decreases two sts)
Tr – Treble crochet
Ch – Chain
St – Stitch

MATERIALS

™ machine-washable aranweight yarn, approx. 20g of
each in five bright colours
Shown here:
™ white 02, green 50, blue 52,
yellow 56 Adriafil Globe Uni
(£2.99 per ball)
™ orange 62 Adriafil Stella Alpina
(£3.99 per ball)
™ toy stuﬃng
™ old lampshade
™ scrap of black yarn or
embroidery thread for eyes
TOOLS
™ 3mm crochet hook
™ tapestry needle
™ locking stitch marker to keep
track of the start of each round

Rnds 10-12: Dc2tog around until you
are left with a very small hole, fasten oﬀ
last stitch and sew up hole to secure.

Stripy fishy
BODY
4dc in magic ring.
Work in the rnd.
Rnd 1: 2dc in each st. 8 sts
Rnd 2: [2dc in next st, 1dc in
next st] four times. 12 sts
Rnd 3: [2dc in next st, 1dc in
next 2 sts] four times. 16 sts
Rnd 4: [2dc in next st, 1dc in
next 3 sts] four times. 20 sts
Rnd 5: [2dc in next st, 1dc in
next 4 sts] four times. 24 sts
Switch to white yarn.
Rnd 6: Work even.
Rnd 7: [2dc in next st, 1dc in
next 4 sts] four times. 28 sts
Switch to orange yarn.
Rnds 8-13: Work even.
Switch to white yarn.
Rnds 14-16: Work even.
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Switch to orange yarn.
Rnds 17-20: Work even.
Rnd 21: Dc 6, dc2tog, dc12, dc2tog,
dc6. 26 sts
Rnd 22: Dc5, dc2tog, dc12, dc2tog,
dc5. 24 sts
Rnd 23: Dc5, dc2tog, dc10, dc2tog,
dc5. 22 sts
Rnd 24: Dc4, dc2tog, dc10, dc2tog,
dc4. 20 sts
Rnd 25: Dc4, dc2tog, dc8, dc2tog,
dc4. 18 sts
Rnd 26: Dc3, dc2tog, dc8, dc2tog,
dc3. 16 sts
Rnd 27: Dc3, dc2tog, dc6, dc2tog,
dc3. 14 sts

TAIL
Row 1: Using dc to close gap,
work 7 dc. 7 sts
Row 2: Turn and dc across.

At this point, sew on eyes using
black yarn and ﬁll the ﬁsh with toy
stuﬃng.

Break yarn and fasten oﬀ.

Switch to white yarn.

Switch to orange yarn.
Row 3: 2tr into each st.
Break yarn and fasten oﬀ.
FINS (MAKE 2)
Using orange yarn
Row 1: Ch4, miss 1st ch, dc into
next 3 chs. 3 sts
Row 2: Turn, ch2, 1tr into 1st st,
2tr into next 2 sts. 6 sts

Finishing
Stitch ﬁns in place and weave in
the ends of the yarn.
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CROCHET

Starfish
FRONT AND BACK
(make 2 the same)
Using yellow yarn throughout:
Dc10 in magic ring.
Work in the rnd.
Rnd 1: 2dc in each st. 20 sts
Rnd 2: *Dc3, 2dc in next st; rep
from * to end. 25 sts
Rnd 3: *Dc4, 2dc in next st; rep
from * to end. 30 sts
Begin working ﬂat.
*Row 1: 6dc, ch1, turn.
Row 2: Dc in each dc, ch1, turn.
Row 3: Dc2tog, dc2, dc2tog,
ch1, turn.
Row 4: Dc in each dc, ch1, turn.
Row 5: Dc2tog twice, ch1, turn.
Row 6: Dc2tog, turn.
Row 7: Dc down side of star
point.*
Rep from * to * for all ﬁve points
of star.
Finishing
Once the second piece is made,
stitch eyes onto one, dc around
to join the two sides together
and ﬁll with toy stuﬃng.

Making up
Take the lampshade and cut
everything away until you’re
left with just the frame.
Using random stripes of all
colours, work dc around the large
loop, as if the loop were your
foundation chain.
With white yarn, pick up a stitch
from the top of each ﬁsh and ch20
to make a cord. Attach to the large
loop and weave in ends.
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CROCHET

Blue fish

TOP TIPS
All terms are UK crochet terms.
A UK dc is the same as a US sc

BODY
Using blue yarn throughout:
8dc in magic ring.
Work in the rnd.
Rnd 1: [Dc3, 3dc in next st]
twice. 12 sts
Rnd 2: Dc4, 3dc in next st, dc5,
3dc in next st, dc1. 16 sts
Rnd 3: Dc5, 3dc in next st, dc7,
3dc in nect dc, dc2. 20 sts
Rnd 4: Dc6, 3dc in next st, dc9,
3dc in next st, dc3. 24 sts
Rnd 5: Dc7, 3dc in next st, dc11,
3dc in next st, dc4. 28 sts
Rnd 6: Dc8, 3dc in next st, dc13,
3dc in next st, dc5. 32 sts
Rnd 7: Dc9, 3dc in next st, dc15,
3dc in next st, dc6. 36 sts

Rnds 8-13: Work even.
At this point, sew on eyes using
black yarn.
Rnd 14: Dc7, dc3tog, dc15, dc3tog,
dc8. 32 sts
Rnd 15: Dc6, dc3tog, dc13, dc3tog,
dc7. 28 sts
Rnd 16: Dc5, dc3tog, dc11, dc3tog,
dc6. 24 sts
Rnd 17: Dc4, dc3tog, dc9, dc3tog,
dc5. 20 sts
Rnd 18: Dc3, dc3tog, dc7, dc3tog,
dc4. 16 sts
Fill the ﬁsh with toy stuﬃng.
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TAIL
Work ﬂat
Row 1: Dc2, turn and dc7
across gap to close. 8 sts
Rows 2-3: Ch2 (turning chain),
tr to end.
Row 4: Ch2 (turning chain), 2tr
into each st to last st, tr1. 14 sts
Break the yarn, fasten oﬀ and
weave in the ends of the yarn
to ﬁnish.

WHERE TO BUY
The yarn used here is available
from www.purlcityyarns.com

A magic ring is a clever way of
starting to work in the round that
doesn’t leave a visible hole.
There are lots of great tutorials
on YouTube if you’ve not tried
this method before
Marking the beginning of each
round with a stitch marker will
really help you keep track of your
work. Locking stitch markers for
crochet are available from
www.purlcityyarns.com
for £4.70 per pack of 20
If you want to make bigger versions
of these loveable creatures to use
as cuddly toys, simply use bulky
yarn and a 5mm hook and follow
the instructions as given. You’ll
need approximately 50-60g of
yarn for each fish

