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Laura Jane’s  
tiny 1/4 square  

triangles are perfect  
for precision  

piecing practice

Soft Scoop
Cushion

PROJECT: CUSHION
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Cutting
(1) From each of the nine background (BKG) 
fabrics cut one 2½” square, two 3½” squares 
and one 4” square.
From each of the nine solid scraps cut one 
4” square.
From each of the nine print fabrics cut two 
3½” squares and two 4” squares.

(2) Make half square triangles (HSTs)  
by drawing a diagonal from corner to  
corner of each BKG 3½” square using a 
pencil. Pair with a 3½” print square  
and sew ¼” down either side of the line. 
(See Pic 1.)
Cut on the line, open out and press seams 
open to make HSTs. Trim to 2½” square.
(See Pic 2.)

Materials
u   9 solid-colour scraps (at  

least 5” square)
u   9 print fat quarters
u   9 low-volume background  

fat quarters
u   20” square lining 
u   20” square batting/wadding
u   2 x 15x18” backing pieces
Finished size 18”

(3) Make quarter square triangles (QSTs) 
by drawing a diagonal line from corner to 
corner of one 4” BKG square. Repeat for the 
other corners to make an ‘X’. Pair with a 4” 
print square and sew ¼” down either side of 
one line only. (See Pic 3.)
Cut along both drawn lines. (See Pic 4.)
Repeat, pairing a 4” print square and 4” 
solid square. (See Pic 5.)
Pair print/BKG and print/solid HSTs and join 
with ¼” seam to make QSTs. Press all seams 
open. Trim to 2½” square, making sure you 
line up the 45˚ line on your ruler with the 
diagonal seams as you trim. (See Pic 6.)

(4) Make the blocks by arranging block 
elements as a nine patch following the 
layout shown in the photo. (See Pic 7.)

where to buy
Try shopping by colour at  
www.purple-stitches.com

Laura jane taylor
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Join into rows using ¼” seam, then join 
rows to make the block. Press all seams 
open. (See Pic 8.) Repeat steps 2-4 for the 
remaining eight colours.

(5) Make the cushion front by arranging the 
blocks as a nine patch and join with a ¼” seam. 
Layer the lining right side down, wadding, 
and cushion front right side facing. Baste and 
quilt as desired. This was quilted with a ½” 
crosshatch grid. Trim to 18½” square.

(6) Hem the backing pieces by turning 
under ½” of one long side of one backing 
piece toward the wrong side. Press, then 
turn under again to hide the raw edge. Pin, 
and topstitch to secure. Repeat for the 
second backing piece.
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Assembling 
(7) Layer the cushion front, right side 
facing, followed by one backing piece 
wrong side facing and with the raw edges 
aligned with the top of the cushion top. 
Follow with the second backing piece with 
raw edges aligned with the bottom of the 
cushion front. Pin securely then sew all the 
way around the edge of the cushion with  
a ¼” seam. Zigzag or overlock the edges  
to finish. 

Designed, pieced and quilted  
by Laura Jane Taylor   

www.needlespinsandbakingtins.com
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