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BY GILLIAN
SUTCLIFFE

WHERE TO BUY
The owl fabric is available 

from Celtic

Quilting, Kilgetty, Pembrok
eshire

SA68 0UE;  01834 812149

Beads and charms are ava
ilable

from www.begellybeads.c
o.uk

Feathered
friends

Cute owls and pretty fabric
take centre stage for Gillian
Sutcliffe’s delightful sewing
makes this issue – and we
have all the templates you
need to get started

MATERIALS
(for all the projects)
™ Adornit Nested Owls fabric in the

following quantities:
- one strip of large owls fabric
- long quarter of brown fabric 
- fat quarter of large spot fabric
- fat quarter of small owls on
cream fabric
- fat quarter of pink flower fabric

™ cream 14” zip
™ 11x51⁄2” felt 
™ wadding
™ toy stuffing
™ small piece yellow felt 
™ retractable tape measure 
™ two buttons
™ charms 
™ beads 
™ templates on page 25
TOOLS
™ sewing machine & sewing kit
™ dressmaker’s pins
™ iron
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SEWING

Sewing bag

SIMPLY MAKE

1
Create a semicircular
template and place it on
your chosen large owl.

Centre the owl with the curve
over the top and the flat base
below. Draw around the
template and cut the fabric
out. Repeat for the other side.
Sew together across the base.
(See figs 1 & 2.)    

2
Cut out the lining fabric
and wadding to measure
1⁄2” bigger than the outer

fabric. (See figs 3 & 4.) 

3
Quilt around the owls as
shown. (See Fig 5.)

4
From the brown fabric
cut a 21⁄2x42” strip, fold in
half lengthways and iron.

Starting at the base seam,
match the raw edges of the
binding to the raw edge of the
owl fabric and, with a 1⁄4” seam,
sew the binding on all around.    
(See figs 6 & 7.) 

5
Turn to the back and sew
down by hand. (See Fig 8.)

6
Find the centre of the zip
and match it to the centre
of the curve. Pin in place

and hand-sew one side into
place. Repeat with the other
side. (See Fig 9.)

7
With the bag inside out, lay
the bag opening along the
centre base seam. Measure up

3⁄4” and draw a line at a right angle
across the corner. Sew across and
cut off the excess. (See Fig 10.)

8
Use a zigzag stitch 
along the edge to 
neaten and stabilise it. 

9
Turn the case the right way
out. Attach beads and charms
to the zip pull to finish.
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SIMPLY MAKE

1
Choose an owl image
from the fabric and cut 
a rectangle to measure

31⁄2x41⁄2” around it (you will
need to add a 1⁄4” seam
allowance).

2
From the small owl fabric
cut one piece to measure
7x41⁄2” and one piece to

measure 21⁄2x41⁄2”. 

3
From the pink fabric cut 
a piece to measure
111⁄2x41⁄2”, and from 

the wadding cut a piece to
measure 7x41⁄2”.

4
Position the three pieces
of patterned fabric as
shown and sew them

together (See Fig 1.)

5
Place the wadding on the
back of the sewn piece
leaving 2” at each end, and

quilt as desired. (See figs 2 & 3.)

6
Put the right sides
together with the pink
patterned fabric and sew

nearly all the way around,
leaving one end open for
turning it the right way out.
Sew the open end closed. Turn
in the unwadded 2” at both
ends and hand-sew into place

to make the pockets for the
sewing needles. (See figs 4 & 5.)

7
Cut the felt into 6x3”
pieces to create the
internal ‘pages’ for the

needle case and sew into
place. (See Fig 6.)
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Needle case
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SEWING

SIMPLY MAKE

1
Draw around the tape
measure on the wadding
twice and cut out on the

line. Sew the fabric onto the
wadding by hand. Cut a 1⁄4”-
wide strip of wadding long
enough to go around the tape
measure. Cut a 1⁄2” strip of
fabric and sew it onto the
wadding by hand. (See Fig 1.)                    

2
Turn the fabric over on
one end of the strip and
sew it down. With the

right sides together, sew one
side of the strip around one of
the circles and when you get
back to the beginning trim the
wadding and fold the fabric
over the end to neaten. Don’t
join the ends – the gap is where
the tape comes out. (See Fig 2.)

3
Repeat for the other circle
but only sew halfway
around. Turn it the right

way out and slide the tape
measure in; fitting the end of
the tape in the slot; and finish
sewing it closed. (See Fig 3.) 

4
Trace four wing shapes
from the template and
sew two together (right

sides facing together) leaving
the top open, turn the right
way out. Repeat with the other
two. Sew one of the wings to
the end of the tape measure
and sew the other wing in
place as shown. (See Fig 4.)

5
Draw around the face
template twice onto
fabric and once onto a

piece of wadding. Sew around
the face leaving the top open,
snip between the eyes and
turn the right way out placing
the wadding inside. Sew the
top closed. Add facial features
using buttons and felt as
shown. (See Fig 5.)

1 2 3 4

5

Tawny tape measure
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SIMPLY MAKE

1
Using the template 
below draw around 
three owls on the 

back of the small owl fabric
and cut out, adding a 1⁄4” 
seam allowance. 

2
Cut three shapes from
the lining fabric and, with
right sides together, 

sew all around on the line
leaving an opening between
the marks. (See Fig 1.)   

3
Turn the right way out.
Draw around the template
three times onto a piece

of cardstock and cut out on
the line. 

4
Slide a piece of card in
each of the three gaps
between the fabric 

pieces (you may need to 
trim them slightly), and sew
the gap closed.

5
Sew the three together
down two edges leaving
one side open. (See Fig 2.)

1

2

Templates
Shown at 50%
Enlarge to 200%

thimble holder

wing

face

beak

feet

Thimble case

SH34 pp20-25 sewing - inspired by owls_pp  20/08/2013  12:04  Page 24



www.simplyhomemademag.com   25

SEWING

SIMPLY MAKE

1
Cut two 31⁄2” squares, 
one from the small owl
fabric and one from the

pink fabric.

2
Mark halfway along 
each side a 1⁄4” in and
mark each corner 1⁄4” 

in on both squares. 

3
With right sides together,
pin the corner mark of
the top fabric to the

halfway mark on the fabric
underneath, and then the
halfway mark of the top fabric
to the next corner of the
fabric underneath. 

4
Sew the seam between
the two marks. Turn the
top fabric round the

corner and pin the next
corner to the next halfway
mark. You will need to snip
the straight edge at the
halfway mark to turn the
corner. Continue in this 
way until there is only one
gap to sew. (See figs 1 & 2.)

5
Turn the right way out,
fill with stuffing and 
sew the opening closed.

(See Fig 3.)

1
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Biscornu pincushion

GIVEAWAY
Celtic Quilting has kindly donated a set all of the materials and embellishments needed to make the projects
featured here. To be in with a chance of winning simply send your name, address and email on a postcard to
Celtic Quilting Giveaway, Simply Homemade 34, Practical Publishing International Ltd, Suite G2, St

Christopher House, 217 Wellington Road South, Stockport SK2 6NG by 10th October 2013
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