i Quilting

Four little birds

wall hanging

This organic hand-quilted wall hanging uses four of Saffron’s
hand-printed birds in a wonderful hot pink. She printed the
birds onto natural linen, and her latest range of fabric,
Bees Please, surrounds the panels
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Four little birds wall hanging
LEVEL:

TOOLS:

ii

i Rotary cutter,
ruler and mat
i Sewing machine
i Large handsewing needle

MATERIALS:
i Four handprinted bird
panels*
(each panel is
16 ½in x 14 ½in)
i 40cm (3/8yd)
plain linen (for the
top and bottom
feature border)
i 10cm (1/8yd)
pink fabric (for the
bottom feature strip)
i 60cm (2/3yd)
(total) of six
co-ordinating
fabrics (for the
squares surrounding
the panels and
the binding)
i 1.4m (1 ½yd)
backing fabric
i 90cm x 130cm
(35in x 50in)
batting
i Perle thread for
hand quilting

CUTTING:
From each of the
six co-ordinating
fabrics
i Cut two, 2 ½in
strips selvedge to
selvedge

From the
plain linen
i Cut two, 2 ½in
x 34in strips
i Cut one, 3 ½in
x 34in strip
i Cut two, 3 ½in
x 6 ¼in strips

*No te:
Saffron’s hand-printed
bird panels can be
found online at
www.saffron
craig.com

From the
pink fabric
i Cut one, 3½in
x 22 ½in strip

FINISHED SIZE:
87cm x 123cm
(34in x 48 ½in)

HOW TO MAKE:
All seams are ¼in unless otherwise stated.

1

Crosscut the co-ordinating fabric
2 ½in strips into a total of 24 strips,
each approximately 10in long.

2
3
4

Arrange them in groups of eight,
making sure to mix the fabrics up.

Sew each group of strips together along
the long edges.

Crosscut the strips at 2 ½in intervals
to make a total of 12 strips. Press the
seams in the same direction.

5

Lay out four bird panels and six vertical
strips between and on either side of the
panels. Sew together into two rows.

6

Cut three extra squares from the 2 ½in
strips. For the horizontal strips, join
two strips of eight squares. Add one square
to make a strip with 17 squares. Repeat to
make a total of three such strips.

Sew to the top and bottom of the top row,
and the bottom of the bottom row. Sew the
rows together.

7

Sew a linen 3 ½in x 6 ¼in strip to each
short end of the pink 3 ½in x 22 ½in
strip. Sew one linen 2 ½in x 34in strip to
the top, and the linen 3 ½in x 34in strip to
the bottom. Sew this feature border to the
bottom of the wall hanging.

8

Sew the second linen 2 ½in x 34in strip
to the top of the wall hanging.

9

Layer the backing, rightside
down, batting and wall hanging
top, right side up. Use a long running
stitch to quilt through all layers with
the perle thread.

10

For the binding, crosscut the
remaining co-ordinating fabric 2
½in strips into 10in strips. Join them at
the short ends to make a long strip. Press
in half lengthways, wrong sides together.
Attach the binding to the front of the
wall hanging, then fold to the back and
slip stitch in place.

Saffron was lucky enough to have women in her life who
patiently taught her to hand sew from an early age, and,
teaching her daughter now, she can see how much patience that
requires! She loves to hand stitch with brightly coloured threads
more than anything, and her trusty Pfaff makes quilting super
easy. Saffron teaches classes all over Australia, specialising in
screen printing, sewing and quilting.
Shop: www.saffroncraig.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/saffroncraig
Twitter: @saffroncraig
Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/saffronc
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