
rollOn a 
Pencil rolls are quick and easy to make,  
a great present for kids and creative adults,  
and a fun way to make your favourite fabrics shine!
BY LINDA ROBERTUS

LEVEL:
i

MATERIALS:
i  33cm x 26cm rectangle of  
outside fabric
i  2, 33cm x 26cm rectangles  
of lining fabric
i  Matching thread
i  50cm ribbon 

TOOLS:
i  Sewing machine 
i  Sewing pins
i  Removable fabric marker
i  Iron

FINISHED SIZE:
i  31cm x 24cm

Fabric notesUse a heavyweight fabric for  
the outside (such as canvas, or  

an upholstery style fabric) and a 
quilting cotton for the lining. If you 
want to use a lightweight fabric  
for the outside, consider adding  

a layer of batting between the lining 
and outside fabrics to give the  

pencil roll some bodyBasic pencil roll
The instructions are simple  
and very adaptable!
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HOW TO MAKE:
Please read all the instructions carefully 
before commencing. It is recommended 
that all fabrics be washed and ironed before 
starting. All seam allowances are 1cm 
unless otherwise stated.

1 Fold one lining rectangle in half 
horizontally, wrong sides together. 

This piece will form the pockets. Place it 
onto the other lining rectangle, right sides 
together with bottom raw edges aligned. 
Place the outside fabric on top. Pin the 
outside edges all around (Photo 1).

We used
This project roll uses Dutch Houses 
white on black by Blue Jacaranda on 

linen-cotton canvas and Dutch Houses 
black on white in a basic combed cotton

Dutch Houses  
white on black

www.
spoonflower.com/

fabric/252467

Dutch Houses black 
on white

  
www.

spoonflower.com/
fabric/252466
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Top tip
You can adapt the size of  the pockets by drawing each of 

the lines further apart, and you  can make room for more coloured pencils by using wider fabric rectangles

2 Sew around the edges, through all 
the layers, leaving a 15cm gap in the 

middle of the bottom edge for turning. 
Clip the corners (Photo 2) and turn the 
pencil roll right side out. Use a round tool, 
eg the top of a small paintbrush, to push 
out the corners carefully.

3 Tuck the unsewn edges to the inside 
and press the pencil roll flat with a  

hot iron (Photo 3). Topstitch close to  
the edges all around, thereby closing  
the gap (Photo 4).

4 With a removeable fabric marker and  
a ruler, mark lines for the pencil 

pockets on the folded lining. There should 
be 11 lines, approximately 2.5cm apart 
(Photo 5). Sew down each line, starting 
from the folded edge. Backstitch at each 
end (Photo 6).

5 Fold the ribbon  
in half and crease it. 

Pin it to the outside of 
the roll, so that the 
fold sits on the 
topstitching. Sew 
through the ribbon  
to secure (Photo 7).

6 Fill the pockets with 
pencils, roll up and tie 

the ribbon.

On a roll
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LEVEL:
i

MATERIALS:
i  34cm x 29cm rectangle of  
outside fabric
i  34cm x 29cm rectangle of calico  
for the lining
i  34cm x 26cm rectangle of  
calico for the pockets
i  Multi-colour thread
i Button
i  50cm multi-colour twine

TOOLS:
i  Sewing machine
i  Sewing pins
i  Removable fabric 
marker
i  Iron

FINISHED SIZE:
i  32cm x 
27cm when 
fully open,32cm 
x 18cm with 
flap folded

Fold-over roll
This version has a flap to protect the pencil tips 
and a larger pocket for a sharpener or an eraser   

HOW TO MAKE:
Please 

read all the 
instructions 

carefully before 
commencing. It 

is recommended 
that all fabrics be 
washed and ironed 

before starting. All 
seam allowances are 1cm 

unless otherwise stated.

1 Fold the 34cm x 26cm 
rectangle of calico in 

half lengthways, wrong sides 
together. Place it on the lining 

fabric, right sides together and 
bottom raw edges aligned. Place 

the outside fabric on top, right 
side down. Trim the top slightly at 

an angle. Pin the outside edges all 
around. (Photo 8)

2 Sew around the outside through  
all layers, leaving a 15cm gap in  

the middle of the bottom edge for turning. 
Clip the corners and turn right side  
out. Use a round tool, eg the top of  
a small paintbrush, to push out the  
corners carefully.

3 Tuck the unsewn edges to the inside 
and press flat with a hot iron. Topstitch 

close to the edges all around, thereby 
closing the gap.

4 With a removable fabric marker and 
a ruler, mark 11 lines for the pencil 

pockets, approximately 2.5cm apart  
(Photo 9). This creates 11 pockets for 
pencils and one larger pocket to hold  
an eraser or sharpener. Sew down each 
line, starting from the folded edge. Back-
stitch at each end.

5 Find the middle of the piece of twine 
and place it horizontally on top of the 

outside fabric. Sew it in place, stitching 
back and forth a few times on top of the 
topstitching to make sure it is securely 
fastened. Tie a knot at both ends of the 
twine to prevent it from fraying. Sew the 
button in place just below the twine.

6 Fill the pockets with pencils, fold the 
flap down, roll up and tie the twine.
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Fabric notes

The fabric used is Colourful 

Pencils by Blue Jacaranda on 

linen-cotton canvas, available 

at www.spoonflower.com/

fabric/595955 
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Linda started sewing when her first child 
was born in 2003 and hasn’t looked back 
since. She is first and foremost a quilter but 
also loves to make home décor items.

Email: info@lindarobertus.com
Blog: www.lindarobertus.blogspot.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
bluejacaranda
Shop: www.bluejacaranda.etsy.com

LEVEL:
i

MATERIALS:
i  30cm x 16cm rectangle of oilcloth  
for the outside
i  2, 30cm x 16cm rectangles of  
oilcloth for lining and pockets
i  Matching thread
i  50cm ribbon

TOOLS:
i  Sewing machine with walking foot, 
Teflon foot & roller foot (optional)
i  Pinking shears (optional)
i  Gel pen
i  Bulldog clips or paperclips

FINISHED SIZE:
i  29cm x 15cm

Top tips for  
sewing with oilcloth
i  Oilcloth doesn’t fray, so there is 
no need to finish the edges, but you 
can use pinking shears to create a 
decorative effect
i  Don’t use regular pins as they will 
leave permanent holes in the oilcloth; 
use bulldog clips or paperclips to hold 
fabrics together
i  Do NOT touch the shiny side of the 
oilcloth with an iron – it will melt!
i  Use a slightly larger stitch length  
than you usually do and a walking foot 
if you have one
i  Try sewing with a Teflon foot or 
roller foot, or stick masking tape to the 
bottom of a regular presser foot
i Oilcloth in many different colours 
and designs is available from  
www.metooplease.com.au
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HOW TO MAKE:
Please read all the instructions carefully 
before commencing. All seam allowances 
are 1cm unless otherwise stated.

1 Fold one 30cm x 16cm rectangle in 
half, wrong sides together. Place this 

on the other 30cm x 16cm rectangle, 
right sides together, aligning bottom raw 
edges. Put these two layers on top of the 
outside fabric, which is right side down. 

Use bulldog clips or paperclips to hold the 
layers together (Photo 10).

2 Sew all around, through all layers.  
Trim the outside edges with pinking 

shears (optional).

3 With a gel pen and a ruler, mark the 
lines for the pockets on the folded 

lining, approximately 2.5cm apart. Sew 
down each line, starting from the folded 
edge. Backstitch at each end (Photo 11).

4 Find the middle of the ribbon and 
place it horizontally on top of the 

outside oilcloth on the right edge of the 
pencil roll, just above the midline. Sew 
back and forth a few times on top of the 
topstitching to make sure the ribbon is 
securely fastened. 

5 Fill the pockets with crayons, roll up 
and tie the ribbon.

Oilcloth crayon roll
Oilcloth is fully water resistant 
 and easy to wipe clean, so it’s  
the perfect material to use  
for crayons or  
paintbrushes.

On a roll
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