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Up, up

and away

Give your sewing kit a bit of a lift by turning your
tape measures into hot air balloons. What fun!
BY LAURA HOWARD
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Up, up and away
LEVEL:

i
MATERIALS:
i Round, retractable tape measure
(approximately 5cm across)
i Wool felt or sturdy craft felt in
bright colours
i Small piece of brown felt
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TOOLS:
i Matching sewing thread
i Embroidery scissors
i Hand-sewing needle
i Pins
i Templates provided on the
pattern sheet

PREPARATION

1

Trace the hot air balloon templates
from the pattern sheet. Do not cut into
sections. Cut out two balloon shapes from
scrap pieces of felt.

2
3

Check that the pieces fit around your
tape measure.

Resize the templates, if necessary,
so they fit.

HOW TO MAKE:

1

Cut the templates along the lines to
divide the balloon shape into five pieces.
Cutting all the templates from one shape
like this will help the pieces fit together
neatly later (Photo 1).

2

Use these paper templates to cut out
the felt shapes. You can make a rainbow
hot air balloon with each section a different
colour or use two alternating colours.

3

Pin and sew the balloon pieces onto a
backing piece of felt one by one so they
join together to form a multi-coloured
balloon shape. Use whipstitch and sewing
thread to match the backing felt. Make
sure that you only sew along the inside
edges and don’t sew where your threads
could be snipped when you cut out the
balloon (Photo 2).

4

Carefully cut the backing fabric around
the balloon shape. Use this shape as
a template to cut another balloon shape
from matching felt. This new piece will
be the back of your measuring tape cover
(Photo 3).

5

Place the front and back pieces of
the balloon together, right side out.
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Start sewing them together using blanket
stitch around the outside edges. Use the
same shade of thread as before and start
from the bottom corner of the balloon.
Sew up along the edge of the balloon until
you’ve sewn a couple of centimetres past
the top (Photo 4).
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6

Pull out
a couple
of inches of tape
then slide the tape
measure between the
front and back layers of
the felt balloon (Photo 5).
Position the tape measure so that
the button (for retracting the tape)
is facing upwards and the hole for the
tape is lined up with the bottom of the
balloon. With the tape measure in place,
continue sewing around the edge of the
balloon with blanket stitch to enclose the
tape measure. Leave the bottom edge of
the balloon open. Finish the stitching
neatly on the back (Photo 6).

7

Cut out three basket pieces from brown
felt using the template provided. Cut
one of these pieces in half – they will be
used to pad out the basket shape to make
it less two-dimensional. Arrange the four
basket pieces to form a ‘sandwich’, with
the end of the measuring tape in the
centre (Photo 7).
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Hold the felt basket layers together
around the end of the measuring tape
and begin sewing them together. Use
blanket stitch and sewing thread to match
the brown basket. Start at one side and sew
up towards where the tape meets the felt.
Switch to whipstitch as you sew past the
measuring tape, carefully sewing through
the tape to secure it to the felt. Switch
back to blanket stitch and continue sewing
around the rest of the basket. Finish your
stitching neatly at the back (Photo 8).
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Laura is a crafty lady living in England
who likes to make and do. She drinks a
lot of tea, is partial to a nice bit of cake
and is completely obsessed with felt.
Blog: www.bugsandfishes.blogspot.co.uk
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