i Style

Oma tote

and yarn
bag

This handy tote is made from upcycled
jeans and named in honour of Theresa’s
grandmother, who gave her a love for
sewing. The same pair of jeans also
features in the practical yarn bag, which
has openings for feeding through wool, so
you can knit with no worries about the
wool getting dirty or rolling away
THERESA VAN GESSEL
FROM ‘A LITTLE BIRD MADE ME’

T hese stylish bags are ideal for
crafters on the go!
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Oma tote and yarn carrying bag
T he quirkier the fabric, the more
likely your bag is to stand out
from the crowd

LEVEL:

i
MATERIALS:
i 1 pair denim
jeans or 50cm
denim, canvas
or decoratorweight fabric
i 25cm
feature fabric
i 50cm quilting
cotton, homespun
or broadcloth
i 40cm
Vilene H640
fusible fleece
i 30cm zip
i 9cm x 28cm
piece of stiff
interfacing

TOOLS:
i Sewing machine
with zipper foot
(optional)
i A rotary cutter
and mat (optional)

CUTTING:
i To prepare jeans
for repurposing, cut
inner leg seams,
front centre seam
and around the zip.
The jeans can then
be laid flat. Check
for areas of wear,
eg around knees,
seat and inner
thigh, and reinforce
if necessary. If there
is stretch, have the
grain across the
width of the cut
pieces to
increase stability
From the denim
i Cut two,
35.5cm x 13cm
pieces
(for bottom of tote)

i Cut two,
35.5cm x 7cm
pieces (for top
of tote)
i Cut two,
9cm x 50cm pieces
(for the straps)
i Cut one, 20cm
x 25cm piece,
and one, 10cm x
25cm piece (for the
internal pockets)
i Cut one,
18cm x 28cm
piece (for the base)
i Cut one, 24cm
square (for the
yarn bag)
From the
lining fabric
i Cut two,
35.5cm squares
(for the tote)
i Cut two, 24cm
squares (for the
yarn bag)
From the
feature fabric
i Cut two,
35.5cm x 19.5cm
(for the tote)
i Cut one, 24cm
square (for the
yarn bag)
From the
fusible fleece
i Cut two, 34cm
squares (for the tote)

Yarn bag
HOW TO MAKE:
All seam allowances are 5mm unless
otherwise stated.

PREPARATION

1

Place the 24cm square of denim face up,
centre the zip on the top edge, and place
one 24cm lining square face down, edges
matching. Pin through all layers and stitch
together 5mm from the top edge.
See Photo 1.

2

Flip the fabric back so that the
denim and lining fabric are wrong
sides together.

3

Repeat with the feature fabric and the
lining fabric on the other side of the
zip. Press so that the pieces stay flat.
See Photo 2.

CONSTRUCTION

1

Top-stitch along the edge of the seam
on both sides of the zip, starting and
stopping 2.5cm from the ends.

2

On the feature fabric side of the bag,
mark two points on the lining that are
7.5cm from each edge and 2.5cm from
the zip and fabric seam. Starting at these
marks, make two buttonholes 1.5cm long.

3

Open the zipper half way. Place lining
right sides together and the outer
fabric right sides together. The zipper teeth
should be facing towards the outer fabric.
This won't look flat and neat due to the
buttonholes, but it is still very manageable.

4

Place the bag under the machine so
that the outer bag lies to the back
of the presser foot. Start sewing on the
right-hand edge of the lining, about 5cm
down from the zip. Sew down that edge,
along the bottom edge of the lining, and
continue to stitch all the way around the
lining and outer fabric. Stop about 5cm
away from the starting point. This gap is
for turning.

FINISHED SIZE:
i Oma Tote –
Base 25cm x
10cm; bag 30cm
high x 33.5cm
wide; straps
54cm x 4cm
i Yarn Bag –
23cm x 23cm
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ASSEMBLY

1
2

Clip the corners and trim the excess
fabric around the zip.

Turn the bag right side out so outer
fabric faces out and lining is tucked in.
Push the corners out and push the
zip corners up. Hand stitch the 5cm
gap closed.

3
Oma tote

Place some yarn in the bag and poke
the ends through the buttonholes.

HOW TO MAKE:
All seam allowances are 5mm unless
otherwise stated.

PREPARATION

1

With a 1cm seam allowance, join
together a 35.5cm x 13cm denim piece,
a 35.5cm x 19.5cm feature fabric piece and
a 35.5cm x 7cm denim piece on the long
sides and top stitch along the denim about
5mm from the seam. Press towards the
denim. Repeat to make two outside bag
pieces. They should measure
35.5cm x 35.5cm. See Photo 3.

2

Follow the manufacturer’s instructions
to fuse the fusible fleece squares to the
wrong side of each bag piece.
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CONSTRUCTION

1

Place the bag pieces right sides together,
match seams, and pin. Sew down one
side across the bottom and up the other
side. Do not turn right side out.

2

Fold the bottom corner of the bag so
that the bottom seam and the side
seam are lined up over each other and
the sides of the bag are pushed out into a
triangle shape. Pin. Measure 4cm from the
point of the corner along the seam, and
draw a line across the bag corner.
See Photo 4.

3

Repeat with the remaining corner and
sew along both marked lines twice for
extra strength. Trim seam allowance to
about 1cm.

4

Fold the denim for the base in half to
make a piece 9cm x 28cm. Insert the
stiff interfacing between the layers and sew
or fuse in place. Zigzag around the edges.
See Photo 5.

5

Line up the base piece with the base
of the bag so that the ends slightly
overlap the corner seams. Sew one corner
of the base to the corner seam by sewing
over the existing corner seam. Repeat
on the other side of the bag. Trim any
excess from both the base and the seam
allowance of the corner seams.

Turn the bag right side out. Crease the
edges of the corners so that the base sits
neatly in the bottom of the bag.

6

Fold the straps right sides together.
Stitch along the long edge of each piece
with a 5mm seam, then iron the seam
allowance open. Turn the straps inside
out and press so that the seam is along the
middle of the strap. Top stitch along each
side of the strap 5mm from the edge.

7

On the top of the bag, pin mark points
10cm from each side seam. Use these
points to position the straps with the strap
seams facing out. The strap will appear to
be upside down. See Photo 6.

8
9

Stitch the straps in place just under
5mm from the top edge of the bag.

Fold the 20cm x 25cm denim piece in
half lengthways, right sides together.
Sew around three sides, leaving a gap
for turning. Clip the corners, turn right
side out and press, tucking the raw edges
inside. Centre the pocket on a lining piece,
8cm from the top. Sew the two sides and
the bottom of the pocket to the lining, and
reinforce the stitches at the top of
the pocket on both sides. Sew from the
bottom to the top of the pocket half way
across, and reinforce at the top of the
pocket.

Oma tote and yarn carrying bag

10

Fold the 10cm x 25cm
denim piece in half lengthways,
right sides together. Prepare and attach
this pocket to the second lining piece,
following the method listed in Step 9.

11

Place the lining pieces right sides
together, ensuring the pockets are
the correct way up. Sew down one side,
across the bottom and up the other side.
Create corners as in Step 2.

ASSEMBLY

1

Place the outer bag inside the lining,
right sides together. Match seams and
align top edges. Pin. See Photo 7.

2

Sew around the top edge using a 5mm
seam. Leave a gap between two straps
on one side for turning. Sew extra rows
of stitching over each strap to reinforce.
Turn the bag right side out, tuck the
lining inside the bag, fold the edges of the
opening inside the seam and press.

3

Stitch around the top edge of the bag
to close the gap and create a neat finish.
See Photo 8.

Theresa rediscovered sewing a few years ago when her daughter
asked her to make her a bag. That bag was the beginning of
a new passion that has grown into a small business. She loves
creating functional pieces of art from fabric and bags fit
this description perfectly!
Website: www.alittlebirdmademe.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/alittlebirdmademe
Shop: www.etsy.com/shop/alittlebirdmademe
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