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Gifts in

jars

On a basic
level glass jars
can be used
simply as
storage containers for small
household items such as
buttons, nails, elastic bands,
spare change etc, but with a
little imagination they can
be transformed into stylish
gifts. The ideas here feature
just a few of the possibilities.

We are all familiar with the concept of recycling
glass bottles and jars but for thrifty crafters there
is also the possibility of upcycling – turning plain
unwanted items into something beautiful and
useful. Su Pennick shows you how

Glass jars can be used
to create a unique gift or
as a decorative gift
container with a diﬀerence.
Giving someone a felt
heart bunting kit in a
conventional box or bag
would be lovely, but
placing it in a specially
decorated jar as shown on
page 20 gives it a whole
new dimension. Jars can
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BY SU
PENNICK

also be upcycled to
produce useful gifts –
such as the sewing kit on
page 21 – and decorative
gifts – such as the photo
display and candle on
pages 19 and 23.
ENDLESS
POSSIBILITIES
Decorating jars is a great
way of using up papers and

embellishments left over
from other projects. Very
little decoration needs to
be added to the surface of
the jar as being able to see
the contents is part of the
overall eﬀect.
If your jar is only being
used as a receptacle for a
gift – such as the heart
bunting kit on page 20 –
the paper and ribbon can

be attached using strong
double-sided tape. Jars
with a more permanent
use – such as the sewing
kit on page 21 – will need
a long-lasting adhesive to
ﬁx embellishments in place.
MAKE IT STICK
A hot glue gun works
exceptionally well for
applying embellishments
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UPCYCLING

MATERIALS

™ glass jar
™ Kaisercraft Pickled Pear 12x12”
™
™
™
™
™
™
™

splay
Vintage photograph di

patterned paper collection
green cardstock
brown inkpad
Olive Kaisercraft paper blooms
cream Kaisercraft lace pack
turquoise ribbon
vintage-style buttons
TOOLS
hot glue gun

SIMPLY MAKE
Cut a shaped frame from
the panels of the patterned
paper and ensure that it
will ﬁt and stand upright inside
the jar. If necessary, trim your
photograph to ﬁt into the frame
and ink the edges with brown
ink. Attach the photograph to
the patterned paper.
Cut a piece of green
cardstock to ﬁt inside the
bottom of the jar and
cover it with wide strips of
lace. Glue this in place using a
glue gun. Place a blob of glue
in the middle of the base at the
point at which the photograph
will stand. Stand the base of
the photograph against this
blob until it has dried.
Depending upon the shape of
your jar, the photograph may
need securing with another
blob of glue around the
neck of the jar.
Use a hot glue gun to
aﬃx a paper bloom
and buttons in place
on the base of the jar along
with a butterﬂy cut from
patterned paper.
Attach a circle of
patterned paper –
which includes the
word ‘memory’ – to the lid
along with a length of
ribbon and a paper bloom.
Tie ribbon around the neck
of the jar to ﬁnish.

1

2

3

WHERE TO BUY
All Kaisercraft supplies are
available from
www.merlyimpressions.co.uk

4

to glass as the adhesive
isn’t too runny and dries
quickly providing a strong
bond. Because hot glue
goes oﬀ so quickly it is
advisable to apply it a little
at a time. Using a glue gun
can be messy and ﬁddly so
it is best used sparingly
and in short bursts. Don’t
try to attach a whole strip
of paper or fabric in one

go; apply a line of glue a
few centimetres long
and press the paper or
fabric onto it before
applying more glue,
working your way around
the jar slowly and carefully.
Don’t worry about glue
‘strings’ that you may ﬁnd
stretched between the
glued points on your
project, these can be

Candle making kits are available
from Hobbycraft. Visit
www.hobbycraft.co.uk to
order online and to locate your
nearest store.
Felt is available from
www.bloomingfelt.co.uk

removed easily when you
have ﬁnished without
damaging your work.
The important thing is to
make sure that your jar is
completely clean and
free from any dirt or
grease before applying
any type of adhesive, as
you will have problems
getting it to stick to the
glass otherwise.

Try to handle the glass
as little as possible to
keep it clean.
ENDLESS
POSSIBILITIES
If you wish to colour your
glass jars – to make tealight
holders and lanterns for
example – there is a wide
variety of glass paint
available. Ranger alcohol ink

is a great alternative to glass
paint and can be sponged
on using a felt applicator.
Glass jars can also be
stamped onto, should you
wish, using a permanent
ink such as StãzOn.
So why not try going
back to basics and
upcycling a few old jars?
The possibilities really
are endless!
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Felt heart bunting kit

™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™

MATERIALS
glass jar with lid
Kaisercraft Pickled Pear 12x12”
patterned paper collection
cream Kaisercraft lace pack
lemon, turquoise, grey felt
matching ribbon & buttons
twine
fabric glue
templates on page 23
TOOLS
hot glue gun
PC & printer

SIMPLY MAKE
Cover the lid with ﬂoral
patterned paper and add a
blue patterned strip cut
from Thyme paper. Gather a
length of wide lace to create a
rosette and stick it to the lid,
along with a paper bloom,
using a glue gun.
Aﬃx a length of wide lace
around the bottom of the
jar along with a grey
patterned strip cut from
Thyme paper.
Cut two panels measuring
17x9.5cm from each of the
colours of felt. Roll these
together and place them inside
the jar along with a copy of the
template, a length of twine, six
13cm lengths of ribbon and
six buttons.
Use the template
provided on page 23 to
cut all the pieces to make

1

2
3
4
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one heart from felt. Assemble
this using fabric glue, threading
it onto a 40cm length of twine.
Print the bunting instructions
(below) onto patterned paper
along with the label.
Punch a hole in the
corner of the instruction
sheet and thread it onto
the twine next to the felt heart.
Wrap the twine around the
neck of the jar a couple of
times and tie in a bow to ﬁnish.

5

Felt heart bunting
Materials
Felt heart bunting kit,
fabric glue, hole punch
Step by step
Cut out the template pieces.
Draw around each piece
onto all six of the felt panels
provided and cut out.
Use fabric glue to stick the
small hearts to the middle of
the larger hearts, mixing the
colour combinations for each.
Punch holes where indicated
and thread all the hearts
onto the twine, spreading
them out evenly.
Fold each piece of ribbon in
half and stick it to the top of
the hearts along with a felt
flower and button – covering
the threaded twine.
Tie a loop in each end of the
twine for hanging.

1
2

3
4
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UPCYCLING

g kit
Cute as a button sewin
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™

MATERIALS
small jar with lid
thick cardstock
sponge
fabric
cream cord
Kaisercraft Pickled Pear 12x12”
patterned paper collection
cream Kaisercraft lace pack
brown satin ribbon
small wooden heart buttons
extra strong double-sided tape
sewing kit supplies
TOOLS
needle & thread
glue gun
sewing supplies

SIMPLY MAKE
Draw around the lid onto
thick cardstock and a
piece of thick sponge and
cut out. Stick the sponge to the
cardstock. Cut a circle of fabric
approximately 5cm larger in
diameter than the lid. Sew a
running stitch around the
outside of the fabric circle,
place the sponge and card
piece sponge side down in the
middle of the circle and pull
the thread to gather the fabric
tightly. Spread the gathers out
evenly and secure the end
of the thread.
Use a glue gun to stick
the covered sponge and
card piece to the lid. Stick

1

2

a length of cord around the
edge of this. Cut a strip of
fabric to go around the edge of
the lid. Cut it the height of the
lid plus 1.5cm. Place doublesided tape along the middle
of the length of this strip of
fabric and fold the edges over
to create a double-thickness
strip, which is slightly wider
than the height of the lid.
Use a glue gun to stick a
length of narrow lace
around the lid so it is
overlapping the edge slightly.
Stick the fabric strip in place

3

over this, folding the end over
to create a neat finish. Attach a
length of ribbon and a bow.
Cut a 3cm strip of the
patterned side of the
Olive paper and stick in
place around the jar along with
two lengths of narrow lace.
Add a length of ribbon and
another, narrower, piece of
double-thickness fabric.
Cut a label from Willow
paper and stick in place
along with two buttons.
Fill the jar with sewing
supplies to finish.

4

5
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grow?
How does your garden

™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™
™

MATERIALS
large glass jar with lid
Kaisercraft Pickled Pear 12x12”
patterned paper collection
green & brown cardstock
yellow paper ﬂowers
white vellum
4cm polystyrene ball
pink acrylic paint
long, thin wooden stick
2 brown pipe cleaners
brown & turquoise felt
brown gingham fabric scrap
buttons
light & dark brown embroidery
thread
toy stuﬃng
templates opposite
TOOLS
needle
glue gun
spray adhesive
PC & printer
gardening supplies

SIMPLY MAKE
Cut a circle of green
cardstock and stick it to
the top of the lid. Cut a
strip of ‘grass’ and adhere it
around the lid using a glue
gun. Punch a hole in the
centre of the lid to ﬁt the
wooden stick. Cut a larger strip
of grass and attach to the jar.
Cut a panel from patterned
paper, matt it onto brown
cardstock and stick to the jar
along with two paper ﬂowers
and buttons. Print the label
onto vellum and stick in place
using spray adhesive.
Glue the polystyrene ball
to the end of the wooden
stick and paint it pink. Fold

1

2
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the ends of two pipe cleaners
over to make hands. Wind the
other end of each around the
stick just below the ‘head’.
Use the templates
provided opposite to cut
the hat and coat from felt.
Use blanket stitches to sew all
the pieces together. Sew the
ends of the hat together and
then attach the circular top
and the brim. Cut a strip of
fabric and fray it down to
create hair. Sew the un-frayed
area to the inside of the hat
and glue it in place.
Sew three buttons to the
front of the jacket and
add a few cross stitches
to look like repairs. Sew the
seams of the jacket together.
Slide the jacket onto the stick,
inserting the pipe cleaners
into the sleeves. Fill the body
with stuﬃng, ensuring that
the stick stays in the centre of
the body. Cut a small slit in
the centre of the jacket
bottom and thread it onto the
stick. Sew this to the bottom
edge of the jacket.
Cut a long, narrow strip
of fabric, fray the edges
and wrap it around the
neck a couple of times. Tie a
knot and use a glue gun to
stick the ends of the ‘scarf’ in
place. Stick a ﬂower shaped
button to the hat.
Fill the jar with gardening
supplies. Thread the end
of the wooden stick
through the hole in the lid and
insert it into the jar screwing
the lid in place to ﬁnish.

3

4

5
6
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Love light

™
™
™
™
™
™
™

MATERIALS
small jar with lid
candle-making kit
Kaisercraft Pickled Pear 12x12”
patterned paper collection
Olive Kaisercraft paper blooms
cream Kaisercraft lace pack
turquoise narrow satin ribbon
TOOLS
glue gun

SIMPLY MAKE
Follow the manufacturer’s
instructions to produce a
candle within the jar using
the supplies from the kit.
Use a glue gun to adhere
a 2cm strip of the green
side of the patterned
paper around the bottom of

1
2

the jar. Thread a length of
ribbon through the holes in
the lace and use a glue gun
to stick this in place.
Cut a circle of patterned
paper to fit the lid of the
jar. Glue this in place
along with a paper bloom.
Cut an oval piece of
the green side of the
patterned paper. Attach
to this the word ‘LOVE’ cut
from the paper’s border and a
butterfly cut from one of the
panels. Wrap a length of ribbon
around the neck of the jar a
couple of times. Pierce a
small hole in the top of the
decorated oval and thread it
on to the ribbon before tying
a bow to finish.

3
4

Hat
brim

Hat top

Hearts bunting template
(page 20)
50% actual size Photocopy at 200%

Hat

Jacket
cut 2

Full-size templates
are available to download at
www.simplyhomemademag.com

Scarecrow template
(page 22)
50% actual size Photocopy at 200%

Jacket bottom
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