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If you’re
looking for
some last-
minute

Christmas gift makes, this
feature could fit the bill
perfectly. Every girl needs a
purse for one function or
another, whether it be a
traditional coin purse, a
make-up purse or a specs
case – the list goes on, 
and here we have a choice
of fabulous makes in a
gorgeous teal and pink
colour scheme.

DECISIONS, DECISIONS
For a sturdy handmade
purse you need to use a
purse frame. Two options 
are available here – a glue- 
or sew-in frame. We used the
glue-in variety for fuss-free
quick makes – from start to
finish you can make a simple
purse in less than an hour! 
There are loads of options

within this style for shape,
size and colour of frame, and
we chose silver and used a
mix of curved and straight
frames plus a generous-sized

frame for an evening clutch
purse, which has tiny flip-up
connectors for a removable
chain handle.
The smaller purse styles

are great for using up any
leftover pieces of fabric you
may have in your stash. The
outer fabric of these projects
is 100% cotton, which gives
you a wide choice of colours
and designs through both
traditional fabric shops and
quilting supply shops. Lining
fabric can be any material of
your choice, and cotton,

which match your outer, will
work just as successfully as
traditional lining fabric. For
make-up bags, using a
waterproof fabric for the
lining is recommended but
not absolutely vital. Elegant
evening purses can be made
using sheer fabric, which you
simply layer over a silk,
cotton or similar other
material before cutting out
the purse shape and sewing
around the edges within the
seam allowance to secure
before assembly.

A STRONG BOND
In addition to a purse frame
and fabric, the main essential
is glue – a strong grab
adhesive is required and
Gütermann’s HT2 fabric glue
is perfect. I found it has a
decent working time, so that
although you shouldn’t
dawdle on this essential
stage you do have a little
breathing space to get
things right. Gluing your
stitched purse into the frame
securely is make or break
with these projects, so if you

A touch of

clasp
Purse clasps are the inspiration
for Judith Hannington’s fabulous
array of projects this issue, and
we have all the templates you
need to get started

BY JUDITH
HANNINGTON
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are new to making purses in
this way, and particularly if
making them as gifts, it is
recommended you make up
a simple purse – perhaps for
your own use – to gain a
little experience first.

For added security and a
neater shape between fabric
and frame, a stringing
material is inserted from the
lining side of the purse into
the frame before the glue is
dry. Paper twine is a sturdy
option and is really easy to
work with. For wider frames

that aren’t quite filled by your
fabric layers try piping cord,
which is available in different
widths to suit.

The final thing you will
require is wadding – this is
what will give the purse
body and shape. The
wadding is generally worked
with the main outer layer of
the purse to give it
substance but for larger
styles, such as the evening
purse on page 30, an
additional layer is worked in
with the lining for sturdiness.

Templates are provided for
each purse featured here,
together with the specific
measurements and stockists’
details for the frames used.
Two of the projects are
described with the help of
illustrated step-by-step
instructions to guide you
through the complete
making process.

PERFECT TIMING
If you are new to purse
making, patterned fabric in
darker shades are a good

starting point as they are less
likely to show up any stray
glue should it seep onto the
body or lining of your purse.
Stray glue on the purse
frame itself is nothing to
worry about as it can be
easily peeled off when dry.
Following the timings
between glue application
and the assembly of your
purse does limit or remove
this problem however.
Curved frames are slightly
more manageable., such as
the one used in the coin

purse on page 29 as the
gluey edge of the fabric
doesn’t have to be
manipulated quite so much.

Two of our featured
projects include an appliqué
design, but this can be left
off should you require a
simple purse or if you have a
bold patterned fabric in
mind for your project.
Simply use the template
outline and the basic
construction instructions
and omit the appliqué steps
in the instructions.

SIMPLY MAKE

1
Using the template as a
guide, cut two purse
shapes from your chosen

fabric for the main body of the
purse (two from contrasting
lining fabric and two from 
the wadding).

2
Sandwich the front and
back purse shapes right
sides together between

the two pieces of wadding.
Stitch around the bottom of
the bag between the two
marked hinge points then clip
the sides at these two points
and at the bottom corners.

3
Box the bottom-left
corner by pushing the
purse out so that the side

seam matches the bottom
seam and forms a triangle. Sew
across the triangle at the 5cm
point, and trim the corner a
scant distance from the seam.
Repeat for the other corner.

4
Sew the waterproof lining
pieces together in the
same way, leaving a

15cm opening centrally along
the bottom edge. Clip the
seams and box the two
corners to match the main
body of the purse.

7
Turn the purse right side
out and slip-stitch the
opening in the lining by

hand. Push the lining down
inside the purse and top-stitch
the opening edge about 5mm
from the seam.

8
Use the step-by-step
illustrated projects as a
guide to gluing your

fabric purse into the frame and
inserting the piping cord in the
same way as the paper twine.

MATERIALS
™ fabric of your choice
™ PUL waterproof lining fabric
™ medium-weight wadding
™ 15x8cm straight purse frame
™ sewing thread
™ Gütermann HT2 fabric glue
™ 1⁄8” piping cord
™ template on page 33

TOOLS
™ iron
™ sewing machine
™ sewing needle
™ small embroidery scissors or

similar poking tool

5
Slip the lining right-side
out into the main purse
body so that right sides

are facing. Match and pin the
opening edges.

6
Stitch the pinned edges
together – either working
the front and back

separately or pivoting (with the
machine needle down) at the
side seams – to sew both in
one operation. Clip the curves
to reduce bulk in the seam.

TOP TIPS
A 12mm seam allowance is 
included in all the templates 

and should be used throughout
unless stated otherwise

All the templates include the upper
outline of the purse frame which

should match exactly with the
lower end of the marked shape
matching the upper edge of the

hinge point. The smaller templates
can be enlarged to suit any frame

of the same basic profile

Make-up purse
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2
Transfer the leaf and the
bird’s body and wing
shapes to the paper side

of Bondaweb and cut out
roughly. Iron the Bondaweb
onto the reverse of your
chosen fabrics and cut out
each shape.

3
Iron the shapes in
position onto the front
piece of purse fabric.

Machine-sew using a zigzag
stitch around the outline of the
bird, its wing and the leaf,
using co-ordinating thread 
for each fabric.

4
Machine-sew a narrower,
shorter zigzag-stitch leaf
stem, then use the same

stitch for the bird’s legs. Sew a
seed bead into position for the
bird’s eye.

5
Hand-sew over the bird’s
beak using two lengths of
thread in satin stitch. 6

Sandwich the front and
back purse shapes right
sides together between

the wadding. Stitch around the
bottom of the bag between
the two marked hinge points
then clip the sides at these two
points and at the bottom
corners as shown.

7
Box the bottom-left
corner by pushing the
purse out so that the side

seam matches the bottom
seam, forming a triangle. Sew
across the triangle at the point
that measures 3cm and trim
the corner as shown. Repeat
for the other corner.

8
Sew the lining pieces
right-sides together in the
same way, leaving a

10cm opening centrally along
the bottom edge. Clip the
seams then box the two
corners to match the main
body of the purse.

9
Slip the lining right side
out into the main purse
body so that right sides

are facing. Match and pin the
opening edges.

10
Stitch the pinned
edges together –
either working the

front and back separately or
pivoting (with the machine
needle down) at the side
seams – to sew both in one
operation. Clip the curves to
reduce bulk in the seam.

11
Turn the purse right
side out and slip-
stitch the opening in

the lining by hand.

SIMPLY MAKE

1
Using the template as a
guide, cut a purse shape
from your chosen fabrics

for the front and back main
body of the purse, two from
contrasting lining fabric and
two from wadding.

MATERIALS
™ fabric of your choice
™ medium-weight wadding
™ Bondaweb
™ 10cm curved purse frame
™ size 8/0 seed beads
™ sewing thread
™ Gütermann HT2 fabric glue
™ paper twine
™ template on page 33

TOOLS
™ iron
™ sewing machine
™ sewing needle
™ small embroidery scissors or similar

poking tool
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12
Push the lining down
inside the purse, then
top-stitch the

opening edge about 5mm
from the seam.

13
Apply a generous 
line of glue in one
channel of the purse

and then a bead of glue to one
opening edge. Leave for five
minutes.

14
Insert the glued edge
of the purse into the
frame channel

starting with the sides. Use the
tip of a small pair of scissors, or
similar tool to push the fabric
firmly into the channel from
both sides – your top-stitching
should be hidden by the frame.

15
Push a length of
paper twine into the
frame channel on the

lining side, working from one
hinge to the other. Set aside for
approximately half an hour to
allow the glue to cure then
repeat steps 13-15 for the
remaining edge of the purse.

Birdie coin purse
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2
Fold the fabric wrong
sides together again 2cm
away from the top of the

first pleat and repeat Step 1.
Repeat to make two further
pleats, one 2cm above the
previous one and the other
3cm below the lower edge 
of the first.

3
Using the template as 
a guide, cut two purse
shapes from your chosen

fabric for the main body, two
from contrasting lining fabric
and four from wadding.

SIMPLY MAKE

1
Cut a 17.5x27cm piece 
of fabric for the pleated
detail on the front of the

purse. Press this in half, wrong
sides together and then sew
approximately 9mm from the
seam. Press the fabric open
with the pleat facing down and
sew over the pleat, a scant
distance from the seam.

MATERIALS
™ fabric of your choice
™ medium-weight wadding
™ 30cm straight purse frame 

with loops
™ 12cm purse chain
™ decorative edging
™ sewing thread
™ Gütermann HT2 fabric glue
™ paper twine
™ templates on page 33

TOOLS
™ iron
™ sewing machine
™ sewing needle
™ small embroidery scissors or 

similar poking tool

Pleated evening purse
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4
Trim the top edge of your
pleated section so that it
matches the height of the

template. Turn under a 12mm
hem on the left and right-hand
edges of the section and
machine-stitch in place. Sew
the section centrally onto your
purse front section, close to
the left- and right-hand edges.

5
Hand-stitch a length of
decorative trim to the
front of the purse so that

it butts up to each side of the
pleated panel as shown.

6
Sandwich the front and
back purse shapes right-
sides together between

two pieces of wadding. Stitch
around the bottom of the bag
between the two marked
hinge points, then clip the
sides at these two points and
the bottom corners as shown.

7
Position a piece of
wadding on the wrong
side of each of the 

lining pieces and sew a scant
distance in from the seam line
centrally for 15cm where the
turning opening will be.

8
Cut two 27x11cm pieces
of fabric for the internal
pocket and stitch around

the edges, leaving a small
opening for turning. Clip the
corners as shown.

9
Turn the pocket right side
out and press the seam
allowance in at the

opening. Position the pocket
centrally on the right side of
one of your lining pieces 6cm
down from the top edge and
with the opening at the
bottom. Stitch in position,
around all but the top edge,
then sew a dividing line 9cm
from the left-hand edge.

10
Sew the lining pieces
right sides together
in the same way as

the main body of the purse
leaving a 15cm opening
centrally along the bottom
edge. Clip the seams as before
then insert into the main body
of the purse so that right sides
are facing and pin together 
the top edges.

11
Stitch the pinned
edges together –
either working the

front and back separately or
pivoting (with the machine
needle down) at the side
seams – to sew both in one
operation. Clip the curves to
reduce bulk in the seam. Turn
the purse right side out and
slip-stitch the opening in the
lining by hand.

12
Follow steps 12-15 of
the Birdie coin purse
on page 29 to top-

stitch your purse and glue it
into the frame, finishing with
the paper twine.

13
Once the glue is
cured attach your
chain handle to the

purse by clipping it to the
attached loops.
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MATERIALS
™ fabric of your choice
™ medium-weight wadding
™ Bondaweb
™ 7.5cm straight purse frame
™ decorative edging
™ sewing thread
™ Gütermann HT2 fabric glue
™ paper twine
™ template on page 33

TOOLS
™ iron
™ sewing machine
™ sewing needle
™ small embroidery scissors 

or similar poking tool

Specs case

SIMPLY MAKE

1
Using the template as a
guide, cut two purse
shapes from your chosen

fabric for the main body of the
purse, two from contrasting
lining and two from wadding.

2
Transfer the owl’s breast,
eyes and beak shape to
the paper side of

Bondaweb and cut out
roughly. Iron the Bondaweb
onto the reverse of your
chosen fabrics and cut out
each shape.

3
Iron the shapes onto the
front piece of purse fabric
in the positions marked

on the template. Machine-sew
zigzag stitch around the
outline of each.

4
Sandwich a piece of
wadding between two
pieces of fabric for the

owl’s wings and ears and
lightly draw the outlines of
each shape onto the surface.
Machine-sew a zigzag stitch
around the shapes just within
your drawn outline.

5
Cut the wing and ear
shapes out as close as
possible to the stitching

without catching it. Sew these
in position on the front piece
of the purse using a straight
stitch across the bottom of the
ears and along the inner edge
of the wings.

6
Fold the ears down
towards the main body of
the purse front and pin in

position to keep them out of
the way of the upper seam.

7
Sandwich the front and
back purse shapes, with
right sides together,

between the two pieces of
wadding. Stitch around the
bottom of the bag between
the two marked hinge points
then clip the sides at these

two points and at the 
bottom corners.

8
Box the bottom-left
corner by pushing the
purse out so that the side

seam matches the bottom
seam forming a triangle. Sew
across the triangle at the point
that measures 2.5cm then trim
the corner a scant distance
from the seam. Repeat for the
other corner.

9
Sew the lining pieces
together in the same
way, leaving an 8cm

opening centrally along the
bottom edge. Clip the seams,
then box the two corners 
to match the main body 
of the purse.

10
Slip the lining right
side out into the
main purse body so

that right sides are facing.
Match and pin opening edges.

11
Stitch the pinned
edges together –
either working the

front and back separately or
pivoting (with the machine
needle down) at the side
seams – to sew both in one
operation. Ensure the ears
have remained pinned down
out of the way before sewing. 

12
Clip the curves to
reduce bulk in the
seam then turn the

purse right-side out and slip-
stitch the opening in the lining
by hand. Push the lining down
inside the purse, then topstitch
the opening edge about 5mm
from the seam.

13
Use the step-by-step
illustrated projects 
as a guide to gluing

your fabric purse into the
frame and for inserting the
paper twine.
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Evening bag template
(page 30)
40% actual size   Photocopy at 250%

Birdie coin purse template
(page 28)
40% actual size   Photocopy at 250%

Make-up purse
template
(page 27)
40% actual size
Photocopy at 250%

Specs case
template
(page 32)
40% actual size   
Photocopy at 250%

Full size templates 
are available to download at

www.simplyhomemademag.com 
or www.craftsonthenet.com

WHERE TO BUY
A range of purse frames, cord,

Gütermann HT2 glue, chain handles
and decorative trimmings are

available from 
www.u-handbag.comand
www.bag-clasps.co.uk

All the fabrics used in these purse
projects were purchased from the
fabulous range of quilting supplies

stocked at Isabeau Inspirations in Cross
Hands, Carmarthenshire. Call 01269
844969 for more information and

telephone mail order or visit
www.isabeau-inspirations.co.uk

Visit www.fabricuk.com for
waterproof fabrics suitable for lining

the make-up bag
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