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A touch of
BY JILL
ALBLAS

Jill Alblas combines
mosaics with mirrors
this issue to create an
eclectic array of home
décor delights

Adding a
mosaic eﬀect
to your
projects and
designs is the perfect way
to spruce up your home
décor and recycle items you
already own. It’s also great
for making special gifts
without incurring any major
expense. Tiles, glue and
grout will be enough to get
you started and if you want

to add a guaranteed wow
factor, glass tiles ﬁt the bill
perfectly. We’ve included
a variety of tiles and
techniques so you can
choose to make something
fabulous in an evening or
put some time aside for a
weekend activity.
GETTING STARTED
If you’re a novice in the art
of mosaic, the display plate
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on page 20 is the perfect
place to start as it doesn’t
involve any cutting of tiles
or grouting (the tiles are
simply glued in place using
PVA). For best results and
ease of working, it’s
important to use goodquality glue to hold the tiles
ﬁrmly in position. Economy
brands of glue are ﬁne for
papercraft projects, but
mosaic demands a much

stronger adhesive for
successful projects.
Once you’re up and
running the trivet opposite
is slightly more challenging.
The mosaic nuggets are
glued onto a household tile
then ﬁxed in a trivet and
grouted. The trivet isn’t
essential and a variety of
pot stands can be made by
simply adding a mosaic
eﬀect to regular household

tiles in diﬀerent patterns –
stripes and squares or
random arrangements
work equally well. Matching
coasters can be made in the
same way using smaller
household tiles with felt
secured on the back to give
a neat, scratchproof ﬁnish.
The lamp and shade on
page 22 might look more
diﬃcult to achieve but the
technique is much the
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INSPIRED BY

SAFETY
FIRST

•

Beginner

Glass tiles tend to
splinter when they’re
cut so cover your
work surface with
a large cloth and
keep children and
animals away from
your work area
Don’t cut tiles near
any area used for
food preparation
Wear safety glasses
and wear gloves to
protect your hands
when cutting the tiles

•
•

same as the trivet. You don’t
need to cut or even grout
the nuggets as the eﬀect is
achieved by simply gluing
them very closely together.
The secret is to press each
nugget down to ensure it’s
held in place before
applying the next one. The
stand has been sponged
with acrylic paint to achieve
an even cover quickly and
easily. Simply dab the

SIMPLY MAKE

Trivet
MATERIALS

♥ 6cm-square trivet
♥ 15cm-square household tile
♥ brown, red, orange & light brown
25x5mm mosaic nuggets

♥ strong craft glue
♥ grout
TOOLS

♥ sponge
♥ soft cloth
♥ paintbrush

sponge in the paint, wipe
oﬀ the excess then apply to
your item using a gentle
‘bouncing’ motion. The
same sponging technique
has been used to paint the
plant pots on page 21. The
rims are very quick and easy
to mosaic yet the result
transforms a plain pot into
something special. They’re
perfect for brightening up a
patio, if you’re looking for

Glue evenly spaced red
nuggets along one edge
of the household tile and
press them down so they’re
held securely.
Adhere light brown
nuggets along the
opposite edge in the
same way and press them
down firmly.
Glue alternate orange, red,
brown and light brown
nuggets along the two
remaining edges then fill in the
remainder so they form stripes.

1
2
3

gift ideas or want to make
something diﬀerent for
school or charity fairs –
these quick and inexpensive
pots ﬁt the bill perfectly.
THROUGH THE
LOOKING GLASS
The mirror frame on page
23 is a larger project and
requires a little more time
and patience than the plant
pots but the method is

Leave to dry and set
before spreading glue
over the trivet base and
pressing the mosaic tile on top.
Leave to dry and set.
Mix grout according to
the manufacturer’s
instructions and use your
finger to spread it over the
mosaic. Fill the gap between
the tile and trivet.
Wipe the grout with a
slightly damp sponge to
remove the residue then
polish using a soft cloth.

4
5
6

essentially the same. The
pattern can easily be
adapted to suit diﬀerentsize frames. The borders
are glued down ﬁrst then
the ﬂowers’ centres and
petals are cut and glued in
place before ﬁlling in with
random pieces of cut
mirror tiles. Glass paint is
used to colour the ﬂowers
and grey grout is made by
adding black acrylic paint

to ordinary white grout.
Any colour of grout can
be mixed in this way and
it’s deﬁnitely a good idea
to test the mixed and
coloured grout by spreading
some on a scrap of card and
leaving it to dry before
committing to your project.
This will give you a much
clearer idea of actual colour,
as the dry grout will be much
lighter than the wet mixture.
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Plant pots
Intermediate
MATERIALS
plant pots
10mm-square mirrored mosaic tiles
strong craft glue
white grout
white emulsion paint
acrylic paint
TOOLS
sponge
soft cloth
paintbrush
tile or wire cutters as used for
jewellery making

♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

SIMPLY MAKE
Sponge the pot with a
couple of coats of white
emulsion and leave to dry.

1

Snip some tiles and glue
the straight edges of the
snipped tiles along the
upper and lower edges.
Fill in the gaps with
random pieces of snipped
tiles and press them all
down firmly.
Mix the grout according
to the manufacturer’s
instructions. Use your
finger to spread grout over the
tiles and along the top and
bottom of the rim.
Use a slightly damp
sponge to wipe the tiles
and remove the residue,
then polish using a soft cloth.
Sponge the remainder of
the pot with a couple of
coats of acrylic paint.

2
3
4

5
6

20 www.simplyhomemademagazine.com

SH20 pp18-22 Mirror tiles_pp 24/07/2012 14:47 Page 21

INSPIRED BY

Display plate
Beginner
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

MATERIALS
glass plate
Raspberry acrylic paint
matt varnish
10mm-square silver glitter
mosaic tiles
strong craft glue
TOOLS
paintbrush
sponge

WHERE TO BUY
SIMPLY MAKE
Sponge the underside of
the plate with Raspberry
acrylic paint. Leave to dry,
then apply a second coat.
When the paint is dry,
brush it with a coat of
varnish. Leave to dry,
then turn the plate right side
up.
Glue a tile in each corner,
then glue evenly spaced
tiles along the edges of
the plate to make a border.

1
2
3

Using our reference
as a guide, adhere a
tile diagonally across
each corner on the inside
of the border.
Glue evenly spaced
diagonal tiles between
the corner tiles to
make an inner border.
Press all the tiles down
firmly and leave the
glue to dry and set
before using the plate.

4
5
6

The mosaic tiles, glass plate and
trivet are available from
www.efco.sinotexuk.com;
01737 245450
Extra-strong PVA glue is
available from www.angloadhesives.co.uk; 01664 480 866
Glass paint, acrylic paint and
varnish is available from
www.marabu.com;
01908 378899
Frames are available from Ikea
stores nationwide
Tracedown paper is available
from Hobbycraft stores
nationwide
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Lamp & shade
Intermediate

MATERIALS

♥ small lamp with glass shade
♥ red, orange & light brown 25x5mm
mosaic nuggets

♥ strong craft glue
♥ mandarin acrylic paint
TOOLS

♥ sponge
♥ paintbrush

SIMPLY MAKE
Wash the lamp shade in
warm soapy water to
remove any dirt and
grease then dry thoroughly.
Glue a mix of red, orange
and light brown nuggets
along the top and bottom
of the shade.
Check the edges are neat
and even and ensure all
the tiles are held securely.
Glue a random mix
of nuggets closely
together to cover the
remainder of the shade.
Sponge the stand and
base with a couple of
coats of acrylic paint and
leave to dry.
Glue nuggets round the
top and bottom
of the base, then fill
in with a random mix of
colours as shown.

1
2
3
4
5
6
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Frame
Advanced

SIMPLY MAKE
Tape the frame pattern
template on one side of the
frame. Slip tracedown paper
under the pattern and draw
ﬁrmly over the design so it
transfers to the frame. Repeat
on all sides of the frame.
Glue a tile in each corner
of the frame, then glue
evenly spaced tiles
between them to create a
border. Repeat, gluing a tile in
each corner of the inner frame
and stick evenly spaced tiles
between them.

1

2

Frame template
50% actual size Photocopy at 200%

Make a ﬂower centre by
snipping the four corners
oﬀ a tile. Glue it in place,
then repeat to make further
ﬂower centres. Make a petal by
snipping the corners from three
sides of a tile and glue it in
position. Repeat to make all
the petals and glue in place.
Snip more tiles. Refer to
the picture and place them
randomly between the
borders and ﬂowers to cover
the rest of the frame. Work on
a small section at a time and

3

4

press the tiles down ﬁrmly as
you go.
Mix grout so it is slightly
stiﬀer than the
manufacturer’s
instructions, add black acrylic
paint and mix thoroughly
to create a charcoal colour.
Use your ﬁnger to spread grout
over the mosaic and round
the edges. Wipe with a damp
sponge to remove the excess
grout and neaten the edges.
When dry, polish using a
soft cloth.

5

Use a ﬁne paintbrush to
paint the ﬂower centres
with yellow glass paint. For
the best results, allow the paint
to ﬂow right up to the edges of
the tile but don’t let it go onto
the grout. Repeat to colour the
petals using orange glass paint.

6
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥

MATERIALS
10mm-square mirror mosaic tiles
25cm-square frame
strong craft glue
black acrylic paint
yogurt or margarine tub
orange & yellow glass paints
white grout
white tracedown paper
frame template
TOOLS
tape
ballpoint pen
fine paintbrush
paintbrush
tile cutters or wire cutters as used
for jewellery making
old knife or spoon
soft cloth
sponge
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