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QUILTING
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SIMPLY MAKE
To make the pocket:

1
Cut 37 2” squares and 16
21⁄2” squares from blue
fabric. Cut the 21⁄2” squares

in half diagonally.

2
Cut the following: two 2”
squares and three 21⁄2”
squares from pink fabric;

two 2” and three 21⁄2” squares
from orange; three 21⁄2” from
red; three 21⁄2” squares from
lime green; two 2” and three
21⁄2” squares from yellow; and
six 2” and one 21⁄2” square from
purple. Cut all the 21⁄2” squares
in half diagonally. Match each
blue triangle with a coloured

triangle and sew together along
the diagonal. Press them open
and trim to measure 2” square.
(See Fig 1)

3
Lay the squares out and,
following the diagram
below, sew the vertical

rows together. (See Figs 2 and 3)

4
Trim a 21⁄2” square from
each colour, fold each one
in half and then fold the

folded corners into the bottom
centre to make a triangle. All
the raw edges will lie along the
bottom of the triangle. Place
the triangles into position as the
fins of the fish, with the raw

edges matching, and sew
into place when you sew the
rows together. (See Figs 4
and 5) 

5
Cut two 1x14” strips and
sew one on each side.
Layer and quilt with

wavy lines on the blue. Trim
the lining and wadding back
to the panel on the sides and
bottom, but leave 1⁄4” on the
top. (See Fig 6)

6
Trim a 14x11⁄4” blue strip
and bind the top of the
pocket. Add buttons for

eyes as shown. (See Figs 7
and 8, above)
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MATERIALS
For the bag
� 1m yellow fabric
� 0.5m lining fabric
� 20x44” firm wadding 

(eg Soft & Bright)
For the pocket
� scraps of mid blue, yellow, orange,

lime green, pink & red fabric 
� 21⁄2” square and 8”-square purple

fabric
� 14”-square firm wadding and

lining fabric 
� 6 buttons
� thread for piecing & quilting
� quilting diagrams below, right
TOOLS

� rotary cutting equipment
� sewing machine or needle & thread
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sea Bright hues and fanciful fish are
the order of the day for Gillian
Sutcliffe’s gorgeous quilted bag
this issue, and we have all the
templates you need to get started

BY GILLIAN
SUTCLIFFE

Under the
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QUILTING

To make the big fish tail

1
Cut five 2” squares and
two 21⁄2” squares of
purple fabric and join

them together as shown in
the diagram on page 75. 

2
Put this, right sides
together, with the 8”
square of purple and

sew all around, leaving an
opening between the marks. 

3
Trim and turn the right
way out. Cut a piece of
wadding to shape and

slip it inside. Sew the fish tail
in place. (See Fig 15)

4
Turn the bag inside out
and neaten the seams
with the spare lining.  
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To make the bag:

1
Layer the 0.5m of lining
fabric, wadding and 0.5m of
yellow fabric, and quilt

together. We used a vermicelli
pattern but you could cross
hatch or use your favourite
pattern. Trim the wadding level
with the front except for the top
of the bag, but leave the lining as
it will be used to neaten the
inside later. Leave a 1⁄4” of
wadding and lining showing 
at the top of the bag. (See 
Fig 9, above)

2
Fold it in half with right
sides together and sew
down one side and across

the bottom. Lay the side seam
along the bottom seam and
measure up 3”. Draw a line at
right angles to the seam and
sew across the triangle. Repeat
on the other side. (See Fig 10)

3
Turn the bag the right way
out. Cut a strip of yellow
fabric measuring 21⁄2” wide

by 44” long. Fold it in half
lengthways and bind the top of
the bag. (See Fig 11, above)

4
Centre the pocket on 
one side of the bag,
approximately 21⁄2” from the

top and, with right sides together,
sew across the bottom of the
pocket. From the yellow fabric
cut three 31⁄2x44” strips. Iron a 1⁄4”
seam down each long edge and
then iron in half lengthways.
Place the double edge from the

bottom of the pocket, covering
1⁄2” of the blue strip, to the top of
the bag. Sew from the bottom of
the pocket to the end of the strip
to fix the pocket in place and
make one side of the strap. 
(See Fig 12, above)

5
Repeat on the other side.
Sew down the other side of
the straps and across where

the strap meets the top of the
bag either by machine or hand.
(See Fig 13, above)

6
The handle on the back of
the bag is sewn to the top
just below the binding.

Adjust the length for comfort.
Join the front strips in the centre
to make the handle, matching
the length to the back handle.
(See Fig 14, above)
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